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Summary 
 

For over 200 years plants have been arriving in 

the Pacific Northwest brought by early settlers for 

culinary, aesthetic, and associative reasons.  Some of 

these plants have survived until now to become historical.  

The abandoned town of Arrowhead is a unique site rich 

in history.  The past shows itself through the horticultural 

plants that are present, once cultivated by the people who 

settled here in the early 1900s.  The landscape provides a 

connection to the people who settled at Arrowhead 

through the historic plants that still exist and are living 

monuments to the people who planted them.  Designating 

this site with Heritage Status ensures the protection of the 

assets in which makes the site special.  This ensures that 

generations to come will be able to learn about, and 

connect with, the history and people of the past.  
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Glossary 

 

Cultivar: A variety of plant that has arisen or been 

selected in the course of cultivation, commonly as the 

result of hybridization.  There are thousands of cultivars 

in such complex hybrid groups as the roses.  It is 

propagated to preserve its distinctive character [1]. 

 

Heritage value:  The aesthetic, historic, scientific, 

cultural, social or spiritual importance or significance for 

past, present or future generations. The heritage value of 

a historic place is embodied in its character-defining 

materials, forms, location, spatial configurations, uses 

and cultural associations or meanings [2]. 

 

Heritage character: means the overall effect produced by 

traits or features which give property or an area a distinctive 

quality or appearance [3]. 
 

Horticulture:  The art and science of gardening [1]. 

 

Hybrid:  A plant originating from the cross pollination of 

two different species, either in the wild or by the intentional 

doings of a gardener [1].   

 

Invasive: Characteristic of plants that have the ability to  

spread rapidly, either by self-sown seedlings or by 

rhizomes or stolons, crowding out or smothering other 

garden plants or native vegetation [1].  

 

Naturalized species ï Behaving like a native plant in a 

particular geographical region but has originally been 

introduced from another region either as a cultivated plant 

or accidentally as a weed [1].  
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Introduction  

 

The Arrowhead town site was abandoned 

approximately 45 years ago with the damming of the 

Columbia River and subsequent formation of the Arrow 

Lakes Reservoir.  The town was founded around 1898 

and was alleged to have the largest lumber mill in the 

British Empire during the First World War.  According to 

the 1911 census, the total population was 467 people.  

Although most settlers were British, there was also a 

diverse range of ethnic backgrounds (Cathy English, 

personal communication).  Presently, a cemetery, some 

remnants of a school building, and an array of 

horticultural plants are left as signs of the people who 

once lived at Arrowhead and provide insight into the 

history of the area.  However, these assets are threatened 

because of non-management of the area, vandalism to the 

cemetery, and the loss of heritage value through the 

scavenging of artefacts and non-native plants by 

collectors.       

 The Arrowhead Conservation Society (ACS) is 

seeking heritage designation for the abandoned 

Arrowhead town site.  The stated purpose of heritage 

designation is to facilitate conservation of, and grant long-

term protection to heritage property. The heritage 

conservation act provides specific protections for 

designated sites including access limitations and usage 

guidelines.  Heritage designation acts as a tool for planning 

and helps encourage preservation and manage change.  

Most often used at the local level to identify and protect 

properties that possess cultural heritage value or interest, 

heritage designation has proven its ability to sustain 

community resources.  Canadaôs Historic Places 

organization prescribes a comprehensive analysis of a 

historic location in order to discover the character defining 

elements of that place, and to identify its heritage value.  

The organization defines heritage value as the aesthetic, 

historic, scientific, cultural, social or spiritual importance or 

significance for past, present or future generations [2].  

Historic sites are crucial to our understanding and 

appreciation of the identity and character of our 

communities and by celebrating these places we contribute 

to the future of our communities [4]. 

One of the requirements to achieving designation is 

to show the property has heritage value and/or heritage 

character.  This project was commissioned by the society in 

order to survey, catalogue and assess horticultural plant 
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species located at the town site.  This report will provide 

support to the goal of the conservation society by 

discussing the value of the heritage plant species of 

Arrowhead and their context within the town site.  It 

makes recommendations to the ACSon the management 

of significant heritage plants. 

Work s Description  

Site Description 

 

Arrowhead is located approximately 60 km south 

of Revelstoke, British Columbia.  The town site sits on 

the north shore of the Upper Arrow Lakes between the 

north and northeast arm.  The town site lies at 

approximately 50.69° latitude and -117.92° longitude 

(NTS Mapsheet 082K12).  The site lies on the toe of the 

slope of Mt. Sproat of the Duncan Ranges in the Selkirk 

Mountains.  The access is via the Alkolkolex-Dumont 

Forest Service road and passes through private property 

just prior to the town site.   

As the town site is approached there is a cemetery 

that sits amongst native forest.  Much of the town site is 

overgrown with the surrounding native trees and plants.  

Near the centre of the town site there are a few blocks that 

are still characterized by non-native plants that were 

planted by the inhabitants of Arrowhead.  Much of the 

layout of the town site is still identifiable from roads that 

still exist.  The foundation of the old school building is still 

apparent.
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Figure 1.  The location of the abandoned town site of Arrowhead, British Columbia . 
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